INTRODUCTION
"Business rules are statements that define or constrain some aspect of the business" (Business Rules Group 2000) . The discovery and specification of business rules is a complex task for which many different approaches have been proposed (Von Halle 2002; Rosca et al. 2002; Kardasis and Loucopoulos 2004; Xue and Feng 2006) . In this paper we describe and demonstrate a novel approach which is ontologydriven: Ontology-Driven Business Rule Specification (ODBRS). An enterprise ontology provides a conceptual specification of the essence of the operation of an enterprise model (Dietz 2006 ) and examples include e3-value (Gordijn and Akkermans 2001) , Enterprise Ontology (Dietz 2006) , and the REA Enterprise Ontology (McCarthy 1982 , Geerts and McCarthy 2000 , Hruby 2006 . In this paper we will focus on the use of the REA-EO for ODBRS. We first describe ODBRS as a novel approach to business rule discovery and specification, and second, we demonstrate this approach with an example.
THE ODBRS APPROACH
As shown in Figure 1 , the ODBRS approach is comprised of four steps:
(1) Classification: an enterprise model is classified in terms of the enterprise ontology -the REA-EO in our case -and this is done by adding semantic annotations.
(2) Matching: using the semantic annotations, the constructs in the enterprise model are matched against the Enterprise Model Configurations (EMCs). During matching, the semantic annotations are used to identify instances of the EMCs. In Figure 2 , UML is used to graphically define the EMC (Panel C). It is obvious that visual matching is feasible for small examples only and that real-world self.Time  Order.date. As indicated by the "applies_to" relationship, the specified business rule is fully integrated with the enterprise model that we used as input for our example (Panel A).
CONCLUSIONS
ODBRS is an alternative approach for discovery and specification of business rules. It strongly relies on knowledge-intensive specifications that link ontological definitions of business practices (EMCs) with business rule patterns (BRPs). The focus of the paper is on describing the ODBRS approach. Many aspects of ODBRS need to be explored further, including: (1) an extended specification of the knowledge base, and (2) the development of automated tools to support ODBRS.
